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Eric Rainsford can be justifiably proud to 
have achieved the status of Overall Winner of 
the Concours d’Elegance at our 1975 Federal 
Rally at Albury. His 1912 Silver Ghost chassis 
1997 fitted with a Barker limousine body, was 
certainly the traffic stopper of the event. John 
Bull, a new member of our South Australian 
Branch was commissioned by Eric to produce the 
beautiful line and brush drawing of the car that 
we feature in this edition of Praeclarvm-: 

Eric obtained the chassis in the early sixties 
and having completed the mechanical restoration 
of the chassis, was delighted to find an original 


QUIDVIS RECTE FACTVM QVAMVIS HVMILE PRAICLARVM 


(Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble 


‘ead 


micorancas inital 


Barker body for the car. Although some children 
had endeavoured to improve the climate in the 
car by lighting a fire in the back seat, the most 
serious damage was the ravages of corrosion that 
had occurred in the body panels. They were 
unfortunately unusable structurally but sound 
enough to use as patterns. All fittings for the 
car were present and intact and these provided 
the authentic character for the final restoration. 
The only major part missing was the front seat 
which Eric copied from that fitted to his 1912 
Ghost tourer 1853E. 


Royce, 1924) 


In reconstructing the body, a task that took 
Eric every week-end in two years, 20 gauge steel 
was used and wheeled into shape. 

Wheeling machines are used so seldom these 
days that when required they are difficult to 
find. Eric says that to his knowledge there are 
only three in Adelaide that he knows of. So many 
of our members now enjoy the common pressed 
steel body on their cars that it is probably ap- 
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propriate that something is said about the art 
of wheeling: 

The wheeling machine can be used to shape 
a panel entirely or to smooth a panel that has 
been mailletted to shape on a block. The technique 
involves moving the material to and fro through 
the wheels which are pressed tightly together 
which in turn stretches the metal and causes it 
‘to shape.’ 


PENCIL SKETCHES COURTESY OF JOHN BULL 


PROFILE ON OUR NEW FEDERAL 
PRESIDENT — MR. W. K. WATKINS 


Dare Watkins hails from Bristol, in the 
County of Gloucestershire in the West country. 
He went to school at King William College in the 
Isle of Man and he graduated in medicine in 
Liverpool in 1948. Then, as a refugee from the 
English National Health Service, he joined the 
Royal Australian Navy and came to this country 
in 1950. 

During his time in the Navy he served for 
a year on Manus Island, for varying periods in 
Flinders Naval Depot, in Melbourne and in Syd- 
ney and also in a frigate in the Islands. In 1953 
Dare, as he put it, “went native” and married 
Janet, a Victorian: In 1954 he returned to Great 
Britain for three years’ post-graduate study and, 
while he and Janet were in England, their number 
one son was born. They returned to Australia in 
1957 and Dare went to practice in Mildura. 

He told me that he wanted to buy a Silver 
Ghost but none was available at that time, so 
he settled for a Phantom III. She was 3DL2, a 
1938 Hooper Limousine formerly under much 
Vice-Regal patronage — a motor car that we 
know well. 

It was in the PIII that he attended his first 
R.R.O.C. Federal Rally in Wagga Wagga in 1961 
and he aided and abetted the South Australia 
Branch in their organizing of the first Mildura 
Federal Rally in 1962- 


During Dare and Janet’s spell in Mildura two 
more children and in 1962 the family moved to 
Melbourne, where Dare has been in practice ever 
since and where their fourth child, a daughter, 
was born. Their grand total, therefore, is one 
Pommy and two Aussies. 

Dare tells me that his interest, apart, rather 
obviously, from Janet and the children and sundry 
Dachshunds, are “the two best products of Rolls 
-Royce Ltd. viz. the Phantom III and the 40/50 
(1906-1925 models).” In 1961 he bought 32LM, 
a 1924 four-wheel brake Ghost, ‘now owned by 
the Victorian State President.” 

In 1962 he acquired 1888, a Veteran Ghost, 
which was lying in pieces in a paddock on a 
property some 150 miles west of Bourke in New 
South Wales. This motor car has been under- 
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going long and painstaking restoration (some 
surgery perhaps?) and Dare hopes that it will be 
registered and driven to Bendigo for the 1976 
Federal Rally. 

An account of 1888’s “rescue” was published 
in an early edition of ‘Praeclarvm.” 

Since coming to Melbourne Dare has held 
various offices on the Victoria Branch Committtee, 
as well as one spell as Federal Secretary: 

Patrick Kane-White. 


The following is an extract from the official 
programme of the meeting of the Empire Speed- 
way held at the Royal Agricultural Ground, Syd- 
ney Meeting No. 18, Saturday, 9th March, 1935 
at 8 p.m, 

The car referred to is a Phantom I. 


THE PERFECT CAR 

“Patrons to-night will have the »pportunity 
of seeing on the track the perfect car. It is a 
Rolls-Royce owned by Mr. R. C. Cleland of Vic- 
toria and is being driven by Mr. Ward of Appleby 
and Ward, Rolls-Royce Service Agents, Sydney. 

It is claimed to be the only perfectly con- 
trolled car in Australia by it’s electrical traffic 
devices, which include: Traffic hand in front; 
arrow at rear; Pilot Light on near side; Courtesy 
Lights on Running Boards. Where red is shown 
no traffic to pass that side. Green means go 
ahead; Reversing Light for bush country; Ditch 
Lights to show-up drains on country roads, etc. in 
all 26 in and out. 

It is fitted with a wireless, guaranteed a 
range of 2000 miles and built to order of the 
owner. 

Its petrol capacity is 70 gallons, it has an 
oil reserve reservior. The speed average is up to 
110 miles per hour on flat country. The ignition 
is dual, magneto and battery. The gears are four 
forward and reverse. The seating is for six com- 
fortably. The camping body and car can be re- 
verted to coupe or single seater in a few minutes. 

The car is fitted to contain sporting equip- 
ment and utensils and tables are built in and 
can be used as luncheon or cocktail tables. In 
addition, cocktail cabinets are fitted.” 

I know this owner’s name and he purchased 
this chassis in Melbourne and also the body was 
built in Melbourne to his requirements. In those 
days he travelled between Brisbane and Perth, 
but always returned to Sydney, 1 do not know 
what his business was as he always paid by his 
personal cheque. It was a very interesting car, 
but would not guarantee the ‘top speed he quoted. 

This article was given by the owner himself 
to the Directors of Empire Speedway, but I did 
drive the car around the track on Saturday night 
9th March, 1935. 

Bert Ward. 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


Contributions are invited dealing with Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley products or associated material. 
Photos should be black and white gloss prints. 
All references to cars should include the chassis 
numbers. Whilst every care is taken to check 
information published, no responsibility can be 
accepted for errors. 


PROFILE ON OUR NEW FEDERAL 
SECRETARY — 


(ADMIRAL) DARREN OVEREND 


Darren comes from Melbourne and was 
educated at Haileybury College, Wesley College 
and the Melbourne Tech. He graduated as a 
Bachelor of Architecture in Melbourne in 1968. 

He tells me that he has been interested in 
ears since, at the age of seven, he drove his 
father’s new M.G. ‘T.C.’ into the garden of the 
family house. This interest was given an under- 
standable boost when, at the wheel of a Humber 
Imperial, he managed to pull down a garden 
pergola. 

He says he has owned a dozen or so American 
vintage cars; starting at the age of fifteen with 
an ‘A’ Model Ford and graduating to two six litre 
straight-eight Packard Phaltons. In 1962 he 
bought a 1928 Twenty with Martin and King 
Saloon coachwork for £75. Thus emboldened, he 
joined the R.R.O.C. 

In the 1960’s he “played” with two M.G.’s — 
a ‘T.C.’ and a twin-camshaft ‘A’ — and two 
Jaguars (an XK 140 and a 34 litre) and several 
“hacks,” as he calls them. No one could exactly 
accuse Darren of being a bigoted one-make car 
fanatic! 


Dg ene 


In 1968 he had two months’ travel in the 
Orient and he went abroad again, for eighteen 
months tour of Europe, America and Canada in 
1971-1972. He drove a 1970 GTV Alfa-Romeo 
20,000 miles around the Continent after, in his 
words, “picking the car up in Milano en route, 
whilst doing some business for the old man.” 

He drove the same car for 10,000 miles 
through Canada and America before returning to 
Australia and, whilst in the U.S., he was elected 
an Honorary Admiral of the Texas Navy. A very 
unusual distinction and if that doesn’t make him 
a jack of more than one trade I don’t know what 
does! Incidentally, that should make an interest- 
ing story for a future issue of ‘Praeclarvm.” 

His Twenty was followed by a 4$ litre Mark 
VI Bentley, which won for him the Maisie Dodd 
Trophy for the best post-war Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley for 1969-70. He has, at present, a 1936 
44 litre Bentley (B26GA) with Park Ward Drop- 
head Coupe coachwork. This car was owned 
originally by Rupert Steile and was raced by 
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him with success in the late forties: 

Darren tells me that his car activities were 
“diluted” by his marriage to Jennie in 1972 and 
their attempted restoration of a ‘“‘thirty-square 
pile of Victoria,” from its previously converted 
boarding house/flats state, into a sane residence 
once more. 

He says that the Bentley is next. He was 
Vice-President of the Victoria Branch in 1969-70 
and in the past has put in much good work on 
our branch’s Events Committee. 

Patrick Kane-White. 


DISASTER 

This very smart Holden Coupe body on the 
1926 20 h.p. chassis GCK 10 is owned by a Goul- 
burn (N.S.W.) member, Bob Clarke. For those 
of you who attended the Federal Rally, your 
goodie bag included some excellent drawings of 
20 h.p. accessories executed by the same Bob 
Clarke. Copies of those drawings incidentally are 
held by all State Branches for reference. 

Bob now needs our help. Seems that the 
radiator core was not properly cleaned during the 
last overhaul, it clogged, the engine boiled dry 
and the cylinder head is irrepairably damaged. 

Can someone come to the rescue with an- 
other head? Replies to the editor please. 


FROM THE FEDERAL PRESIDENT 

As incoming Federal President I would like 
first to congratulate Bruce Ross, Malcolm Johns 
and the New South Wales Branch for making 
the Federal Rally in Albury such a great success 


— and to take them to task for making our job 
in 1976 so much more difficult. 

The Editor of ‘Praeclarvm” has asked for a 
statement of policy. This has frightening over- 
tones of Canberra! 

The Federal President should have no policy, 
other than to carry out the wishes of the members 
and occasionally act as adjudicator. 

Bendigo has been chosen as the venue for 
the Federal Rally in 1976 — the dates being 
Friday, June 11th to Monday, June 14th. 

We hope that you will all support the rally 
and we are trying to encourage a large number 
of veteran, vintage and P.V.T. cars to attend. 

I should like to wish all members a safe and 
happy year’s motoring and also to congratulate 
Bill Coburn and to thank him on your behalf for 
his efforts in producing “Praeclarvm.” 

Dare Watkins. 


1975 FEDERAL RALLY — ALBURY 


As is customary on the first night of a 
Federal Rally, the evening was spent quietly, re- 
newing last year’s interstate friendships and 
catching up with who’s done what to which 
chassis, and who’s paying the bills. 

Saturday dawned ard promised to be a 
glorious day. I took an early walk around the car 
park previewing cars I hadn’t seen before and 
again admiring the ones I knew. Everyone was 
busy quite early, cleaning off yesterday’s travel 
stains, and by ten o’clock we were ready to be 
flagged off to Beechworth by the Mayor of Albury. 


THE MAYOR OF ALBURY, SENATOR CLEAVER BUNTON FAREWELLS 
ERIC RAINSFORD AND 1997 

The fruit-inspection officers, from the border 
gates, examined the cars before departure, so we 
were able to sail happily past the queue of “lesser” 
cars waiting to be inspected. I’m sure that creat- 
ed another Rolls-Royce “folk story” among those 
unfortunates: If you drive a Rolls Royce, you 
don’t have to stop at the border gates. 

All the cars were organised in order of age, 
which lasted most of the way to Beechworth. 
However Ralph and Joan Pearson (Corniche), 
with whom I was travelling, managed to get 
ahead of Terry Bruce (20 h.p.). 

Beechworth is a very historic town, having 
things of real interest, rather than creating a 
museum as a tourist trap. The architecture in the 
town is quite distinct, and the use of attractive 
local stone on many of the private and public 
buildings, including the gaol, gives the place a 
feeling of permanence often missing in early 
Australian towns. 

One end of the main street was closed for 
our benefit, and the cars lined up on either side. 
We were officially welcomed and divided into 
groups to be guided around. I can’t report on the 
lunch as I took the opportunity to look around 
for myself, and take photographs. During the 
afternoon the group system was forgotten and 
we visited the public buildings of interest. The 
museum really needs a lot of time as it contained 
so much of the early history of these parts. 

One of our members, Bill Higgins (who lives 
in Beechworth) arrived in what is believed to be 
the oldest known Bentley in the world, a 3 litre 
with an attractive clover-leaf body. Bill bought it 
in 1938 and has been driving it ever since. I be- 
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lieve it was originally owned by Ian Dodd’s great- 
uncle. Naturally Ian went for a ride in it — only 
to be quite terrified when a modern car with 
four-wheel brakes did something stupid. Ian said 
if it hadn’t been for some dexterous driving by 
Bill, the pressed-tin car might have received two 
dumbiron jabs. 

As the afternoon progressed, people made 
their own way back to Albury to spend the re- 
maining daylight hours preparing the cars for 
Sunday. There was quite a hive of activity in 
the car park. 

On Saturday night an informal dinner dance 
was held at the Wodonga Civic Centre. We jam- 
med as many people as possible into a few cars, 
to get there so the concours entries could remain 
garaged. 

The dancing and merriment continued until 
midnight when we moved to various parts of the 
motel to continue. 


Sunday being the big day meant everything 
was a little more serious. The cars again moved 
off in convoy, this time to the Albury Race 
Course. Bill Coburn, our “Praeclarvm” editor, was 
there in his recently rebuilt Silver Dawn to direct 
the cars for photo taking. Together with Jeremy 
Gregg in his Dawn he made a day trip to Albury 
and back for the concours. It really was a splen- 
did sight: eighty cars parked in a semi-circle 
starting with Eric Rainsford’s 1912 Silver Ghost 
at one end and Ralph Pearson’s Corniche at the 
other. 


L to R MALCOLM JOHNS,SENATOR BUNTON, BRUCE ROSS, SYB 26 


The judges were Patrick Kane-White and 
Jim Kelso and the cars Were hardly parked before 
Patrick and Jim were scrutinizing them. 

There were some really interesting cars; the 
ones which caught my eve were the Springfield 
Ghost of Edward Hudson, the New Phantom of 
Ewen Cameron with a beautiful new tourer body 
made in Sydney, and an 8.1 Bentley Continental, 
with a manual gearbox, recently bought by Peter 
Crawford. 

The caterers had their cooking equipment 
stolen the night before, so we had to queue for 
over an hour for lunch. It wasn’t as bad as it 
sounds, as we couldn’t have asked for better 
weather or company as We talked among ourselves 
and developed an appetite. 


EVEN ROLLS-ROYCE PRODUCTS NEED PETROL 
S1 - B91CM 


ROSS SHEPHERD DONATED THE WHEEL DISCS OF SRH 19270 
TO THE ALBURY UNDERWORLD 


The concours winners were announced at the 
formal dinner on Sunday night. Terry Bruce 
treated us to vet another of his tricks at the 
dinner when he refuted the rumour he was un- 
balanced by placing a spinning penny on a top 
hat which he wore around the room. If there is 
a re-incarnation, Terry will come back as a 20 h.p. 
at least. 

The speakers at the dinner were Charles 
Wright, who spoke in his usual witty and erudite 
fashion, and Jack Vidler, who replied on behalf 
of the Company. 

Justin Scott-Douglas. 
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FROM THE FEDERAL SECRETARY 


I am conscious of the fact that the work 
done by the previous Federal Executive has made 
it possible for me to address these few thoughts 
to every member of the Club. After the efforts 
of Bruce Ross and Malcolm Johns in the last year 
I am set a task of some magnitude in fulfilling 
the duties of the office to which I have been 
appointed. 

Many of us probably joined the Club with 
the object of making pleasant social contact with 
people of all walks of life but with one interest 
in common. That this social pursuit should be 
our intention is understandable, but it should 
not be forgotten that we have an individual and 
collective responsibility to promote the preser- 
vation of the cars. 

Every Rolls-Royce motor car, be it a 1905 
20 h.p., a Mark VI Bentley or a Camargue, is a 
work of art and should be treasured as such. 
Unlike lesser marques, every CAR has a pedigree 
and a history. While the former is easily ascer- 
tained the latter has to be collected by the 
owner, to be treasured with the car itself. Yard- 
sticks for excellence seem to lengthen as the 
years pass. Revered historical vehicles enjoying 
acme status today seem to “lose” the blemishes 
of original design faults as the years progress. 
This phenomenon has occurred with each model 
as it has come into and out of production. There 
is every reason to believe that the Shadow that 
is treasured by its owner today will be cossetted 
and preserved by the enthusiast of tomorrow. 

The difficulties of restoration, the paucity 
of technical information and the inevitable short- 
age of parts have been powerful motivating forces 
in forming the clubs throughout the world. So 
much work has been carried out in these areas 
that determined efforts are being made through 
the Federation of Rolls-Royces Owners’ Clubs to 
ensure that the resources that have been created, 
particularly in the fields of information and spare 
parts, will be utilized to the maximum for the 
benefit of owners. 

Although the rew Federal Register makes 
fascinating reading it is quite alarming to see 
the number of pre-war cars that we have lost 
with their owners from the Club: This must be 
cause for some soul searching since it is unlikely 
that such owners have been enticed away from 
this Club by more attractive organisations. It 
would seem that we are losing our appeal to 
these people. As the cars are the very life of 
our Club, we should therefore make every effort 
oie them and their owners back into the 
fold. 

In the years ahead I hope that we see greater 
inter-Branch involvement, and sharing of infor- 
mation and facilities. 

Lastly, I would ask that you share your ex- 
periences with the cars and the Club with all 
other Branches through these pages. This is your 
Journal and it should express your interests and 
ideals. Our Editor, Bill Coburn, has undertaken 
to produce six regular issues per year. lt is up 
to you to supply him with the material for 
publication. 

Darren Overend. 
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THE GHOST OF PRESIDENT QUEZON 


On a recent holiday in the Phillipines I was 
fortunate enough to be shown the remains of 
the only Silver Ghost in the Phillipines, and one 
which may well be one of the most historic known. 

The photos pictured here show the lengths 
to which people go in “modernising” or “modify- 
ing” the best model of the “best car in the 
world.” 

They depict a once pround Springfield Silver 
Ghost. 

The chassis no. 297 KF indicates 1924 as 
date of birth, engine no. appears to be 0973. 1 was 
told, and can believe it to be true, that this car 
belonged to the late President Quezon, a much 
loved figure in the Phillipines. Perhaps U.S. 
readers can confirm this, or may know more 
about the history of 297 KF. 

Although it is the most obvious, the radiator 
is not the worst desecration. Note incidentally, 
not merely the Buick grille, both bolted and 
welded to the original but the filler spout has 
been changed. 

An extension has been added over the rear 
tank (possible to allow standing room for body- 
guards if truly the Presidential car). 

The carburettor is some sort of non R-R 
type allthough manifolding is untouched. But 
the worst factor, shown clearly in one photo, is 
that of the front cross members has been remov- 
ed and for some unknown reason replaced back- 
wards, that is, with the diagonal braces facing 
rearwards. Just why escapes me. An even more 
puzzling problem is posed in the same photo by 


the radiator mounts which have been removed 
from the original position and replaced some 9 
inches or so in front of the front cross member. 
This locates the radiator some 18 inches further 
forward than original. 

Any guesses? With the exception of the 
steering wheel, most or the rest of the chassis 
is present. It wears Lovejoy Hvdraulic rear shock- 
ers, Westinghouse dynamo, and Bosch ignition. 
The chassis is presently owned by a U.S. citizen 
who is trying to sell it in the U.S. for a sub- 
stantial figure. 


MAURICE MARKOFF. 
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SWITCHBOX RESTORATION 


Most owners nowadays would not dream of 
leaving keys in the master lock of the switchbox 
of their car due to the inevitable scratching of 
the finish and the obliteration of the lettering. 
The original lettering was engraved and filled 
with white wax. To date I have been unable to 
obtain the latter, and after trying the hand at 
signwriting and rubbing paint into the grooves 
decided that contact lettering was the answer. 


Marketed under the name Letraset and available 


from outlets in all capital cities, the lettering can 
be applied to most surfaces. The letters are 
printed in a very thin plastic ink on a translucent 
backing sheet and are transferred to the surface 
required by pressure from a ball point pen or 
similar device. 

Despite the very extensive range of type 
styles available Letraset do not have an exact 
match for the immediate post-war cars. As will 
be seen by the photo of the finished box a very 
acceptable alternative is ‘Helvetica Light’ using 
14 pt. for the large lettering and 10 pt. for the 
remainder. 


Rear cover removed and nuts holding front cover exposed. 


The cover of the switchbox must be removed 
for restoration. This does not involve disconnect- 
the box from the wiring. On cars with the box 
mounted on the right of the steering column, 
removal is achieved by releasing three wood- 
screws behind the bashboard. For cars with the 
box mounted centrally, the main wood facia has 
to be removed and the box drawn forward after 
detachment from the instrument mounting plate. 
Three knurled thumb nuts hold the rear cover 


on the switch which when removed about } in. 
to the rear exposes three nuts on the main body 
screws. Loosening these nuts evenly will allow 
the front cover to pull away from the main 
switch body. 


Front cover withdrawn, 


Strip the cover of all components being very 
careful with the locking tabs as they would be 
difficult to replace. Take the opportunity to have 
new plungers fitted in the master lock as they 
are probably worn. Use paint stripper to remove 
all coating and lettering. Refinish with a good 
gloss spray enamel, apply the lettering and over- 
spray With a clear laquer supplied by Letraset to 
protect the transfers. Don’t hurry the process but 
leave each stage to dry well. Before reassembling 
examine the contacts in the box for burning or 
breakage. Lubricate the contact cams with clean 
vaseline and give the whole mechanism a good 
clean. 


Inside front cover. 


Should you decide to remove the box from 
the car, this is no problem as each of the ter- 
minals are numbered and with the wires clearly 
labelled reconnection will present no difficulty. A 
WORD OF CAUTION however is that the Factory 
manual gives a series of tests to prove the correct 
functioning of the switchbox. Regrettably they 
omit to mention that the box has to be connected 
to the car wiring circuits before the tests can 
be carried out! 


EARLY DAYS OF ROLLS-ROYCE 


Left to right: Roy Henkel, Bert Ward, Alf Appleby and 
Geo York, 

The above photo was taken in 1937 outside 
the then Rolls-Royce Service Station, Balfour 
Street, Chippendale, N.S.W. This building was 
the home for Rolls-Royce service from 1921-1930 
as Dalgety and Co., 1931-1947 as Appleby and 
Ward, and from 1947-1952 as York Motors Pty. 
Ltd. 

Before Dalgetys took over this building it 
was called the Motor House, and was the home 
of Vauxhall cars and run by the grent man of 
the motoring world, Boyd Edkins, who will be 
remembered by many of the older members of 
the R-R Club of Australia. 

Boyd Edkins moved from this building to a 
more central part of Sydney, and it was from this 
move that the present firm of Boyded Pty. Ltd. 
was formed. 


HINGE REPAIR Mk VI & SILVER DAWN 
STANDARD STEEL BODIES 

New hinges for these cars are now almost 
$50 each and there are few cars that do not have 
significant wear in this area. The hinges are 
made up of three brass castings and a steel 
slide. The assembly is held together with three 
steel pivot pins. 

Wear shows up in the main body mount of 
the hinge allowing the steel slide to tip forward, 
and in the pivot pin holes in the brass castings. 
The later is easily overcome by filling the holes 
with silver solder and redrilling them using the 
adjacent parts as a jig. The slide mount however 
does not take kindly to being silver soldered due 
to the tendency of brass to shrink when heated. 
Some improvement can be obtained if the hinges 
are swapped around. All the hinges are the same 
but they tend to Wear on the lower slide faces. 
It follows that if the hinge is transferred to the 
opposite side of the car and fitted upside down 
it will be running on a new ‘lower face.’ 

Correct lubrication is of course vital. Some 
early cars had felt wicks inserted in the steel 
slide oil hole. These should be removed and grease 
pumped thru the hole with a gun. 
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SERVICE 


When Dalgetys took over 30-36 Balfour 


Street, they used to assemble Hudson and Essex 
cars as well as Guy and Commer trucks; later 
they added the Wolesley cars. Dalgety and Co. 
then took over the old fish markets in Wooloomoo- 
loo and transferred the assembling to there and 
Rolls-Royce service took over. 


When we moved to Nickson Street, Surry Hills. 
Don, Alex, B. Haris, A. Ajiam, Bert, Bob Miller, Hamish. 

The Rolls-Royce Service Station in Nickson 
Street, Surry Hills, N.S.W., above to which we 
moved into in 1952, this was a two-story building 
which gave us much more room than Balfour 
Street. 

The Silver Ghost chassis outside this build- 
ing is No. 34 FW, with me at the steering, and 
all my mechanical staff. This chassis had just 
been overhauled and was the last unit to be 
removed from Balfour Street. Chassis 34 FW 
was the first Rolls-Royce to be owned by Geo 
Sevenoaks, and it was through 34 FW that 
George, his wife and | first met in 19388. 

Bert Ward. 


Bruce Ross and Malcolm Johns the past 


Federal President and Secretary thank 
Branches and members for the support and 
assistance given them during their term in 
office. Our best wishes and encouragement 
are entended to Dare Watkins and Darren 
Overend for leading the Club to an evermore 
fruitful year of spirit and co-operation. 


ROLLS-ROYCE CARBURATION 


Although the adjustment of 20 h.p. and 20/25 
(early) carburettors is covered by various hand- 
books, these instructions are often not completely 
understood and correct carburation is not obtained 
therefore the following instructions could help. 

Before adjusting the jets, ensure that the 
fuel level in the float chamber is 14” down from 
the top face of float chamber. If the float cham- 
ber has no sight glass for checking, the level is 
correct if the fuel does not leak over the jet or 
stand pipe leads. If it does the needle valve is 
leaking and should be replaced. 

Check the condition of the air valve by un- 
screwing the complete assembly from the car- 
burettor, push the valve up to the top of its 
stroke and on release it should return fully in 
1-14 seconds for 20h.p. or 1} to 24 seconds for 
20/25 h.p. The .015 holes in the air valve piston 
are for calibration purposes, and may be enlarged 
or filled in as required. The correct setting for 
the air valve spring is just short of lifting the 
top cap when the retaining ring is unscrewed. 

The diaphragm washer should be set so that 
its top face is .025” above the bottom of the 
venturi tube cutaway. This may be checked with 
a depth gauge and the washer adjusted as neces- 
sary. 

Assuming the above checks have been made 
and the carburettor and manifold joints are 
sound, the jet adjustments should be checked. 
bear in mind that the air flow of the high speed 
jet is entirely controlled by the air valve, Ir- 
regularities at small throttle openings call for 
adjustment of the low speed jet. 

Over-rich Idling 25/30 h.p. 

There are two types of gaskets available for 
the float chamber on the Stromberg carburettor 
fitted to the 25/30h.p. It is essential that the 
correct gasket is used, or there is a possibility of 
blocking off the idling air bleed. This results in 
over-rich idling. 

Over-rich Idling P II 

The car was a late P II with the semi-expand- 
ing carburettor, neither adjustment of the throttle 
edge bleed nor adjustment of the idle jet venturi 
had any effect on the richness, which was such 
as to cause rough idling and clouds of black 
smoke. 

The whole carburettor was heavily coated on 
the inside with carbon — the result of adjust- 
ments. The carburettor was cleaned according to 
the Rolls-Royce Service Sheet, to no avail. The 
answer lay with a part that is not mentioned 
in the service sheet, and would not normally need 
clearing — the air intake to the idle jet assembly. 
This is in the form of an inverted “U” tube, so 
that the jet can be submerged in petrol for 
starting, without flooding the carburettor. Re- 
moval of the steel plate covering the top of this 
tube showed it to be carboned solid, blocking 
off all the air supply. 

After removing the carbon and returning 
the mixture adjustment to the origina] setting 
the engine idled perfectly. 

Bert Ward. 
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Opera Lights 

The roof light fittings on 3CM105, a Hooper 
bodied limousine P III above, seen at the Federal 
Rally prompted speculations ranging from ‘stand- 
ard fittings for vice regal cars’ to ‘probably used 
during prohibition for grog running.’ The guess 
that the lights were used in a signal was correct. 
Apparently, in the days in England when the 
finish of an opera performance signalled the 
arrival of a fleet of Rolls-Royce at the theatre, it 
was convenient to have some ready means of 
identifying your own car. Legend has it that 
some doormen were also able to identify the 
name/title as appropriate. A further interesting 
detail is that one light is blue — a colour norm- 
ally reserved for Royalty. The car however has 
had no regal owner, but perhaps it was “lent” 
for an occasion. 


‘B’ Series Engine Distributor Oiling 

The photo shows the oil jet used on engines 
fitted to post-war in-line engines, to oil the dis- 
tributor skew gear drive where it meshes with 
the camshaft. This jet can become blocked re- 
sulting in very expensive noises. Access is 
reasonable, involving removal of the high pres- 
sure oil distribution block above the oil pressure 
relief valves. The jet is screwed into position 
with a screwdriver. Whilst working on this side 
of the engine it would be worthwhile to remove 
the relief valves for cleaning and reseating if 
necessary. Be sure to replace all gaskets and 


aluminium joint washers. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: It is hoped that this feature will be contributed to by all 
those members who have found organisations who can provide restor- 
ation Also required is detail on supplies of 
alternative components used in restorations, Eventually it is hoped that 
these notes will be extracted 


and repair services. 


toa separate directory for the ready 
reference of all members. 


BRAKE WHEEL CYLINDERS AND 
MASTER CYLINDERS 


Cylinders that have become pitted will invariably leak. 
Rather than replace with factory components, have the 
cylinder resleeved by the Better Brakes Pty. Ltd. 
organisation. The cost is one third of the new part 
and the restored item is better than the original. 


PAINT 


The original resins used in English paints — even 
those of current models, are incompatable with those 
used in Australian paints. The newer the English paint 
the greater the likelyhood of reaction with subsequently 
applied Australian products. The only satisfactory 
solution is a complete strip to the metal and refinishing. 
If English paints are to be used be sure to aquire a 
sparex, before starting, as fresh stocks have to come to 
sufficient stock to paint the entire car with some to 
Australia as deck cargo and up to 6 months delay can 
occur. 


Alternatively, if a genuine factory colour is desired, 
obtain a small quantity of the original paint and spray 
out a panel. Pass it to the Dulux organisation for 
matching. Apparently the only colours they cannot 
duplicate are the maroons and reds. Another method 
is to give them a panel from the car such as a petrol 
filler cap cover that has some unfaded paint of the 
original colour and have that matched. The matching 
costs are minimal and there would seem to be opinion 
that the Australian products are preferable being de- 
signed to withstand our climate. 
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OIL FILTER ELEMENTS Mk VI, DAWN, 
SILVER WRAITH 


The filter fitted to these cars where full flow filtration 
is used, was manufactured by Vokes. Vokes (Australia) 
still make the filter element and will supply them in 
quantity to interested owners. Noting the price of 
engine bearings, changing the filter element with the 
oil would seem to be a sensible procedure. There is a 
possibility that Vokes may be rationalising their oper- 
ations and that this unit may become unavailable. 
The element is supplied under part number C23021/CD 
and is not supplied with the neoprene top gasket or 
the top and bottom felt washers which can be cleaned 
and reused. 


HEADLAMPS POST-WAR CARS 


The reflector units for Silver Dawns, Wraiths and 
Bentleys are now no longer available. It is very difficult 
to have these units resilvered and such action is often 
to no avail as the alloys in the base metal of the 
reflector have undergone an aging process resulting 
in the new plating weeping and eventually peeling off. 
Incidentally, quartz iodide bulbs should not be used in 
these reflector units as they tend to destroy the plating 
with the heat. 


The factory supplies a conversion unit for these lights 
which is prohibitively expensive. The alternative is to 
use a standard Lucas headlight mount and retainer 
ring available locally and fit Australian lights which 
will withstand quartz bulbs if desired or sealed beams. 
The holder typically used on the FC Holden consists 
of the pressed steel base and the chromed lamp re- 
tainer. The base has to be reduced in diameter by 
grinding until it slips into the original mounting rim. 
To make the job neater buy a yard of the car rubber 
door seal and use it as a gasket between the original 
mounting rim and the replacement light unit. By using 
separate light reflector units and globes the wiring 
sockets as supplied with the car can be retained without 
modification. If sealed beams are used these sockets 
will have to be changed. At the time of writing con- 
version cost $20 using standard bulbs and mounts from 
a wrecker. 


UNIVERSAL JOINTS — Mk VI BENTLEY, 
SILVER DAWN, SILVER WRAITH 


Both the propeller shafts and the universal joints 
were made for these cars by Hardy Spicer. The REPCO 
Universal] Joint Group which now incorporates the 
Hardy Spicer (Australia) Company advises that the 
original Hardy Spicer joints fitted to these cars are 
replaceable by their kit 5-178X available through any 
one of their outlets. The group can also restore worn 
splines to new and balance the shafts with one another 
— a must if the bearings are replaced. 


A MISSING CHASSIS — SILVER GHOST 47 YB 
AND THE CARS OF MR. MEARS 


Many veteran Rolls-Royce cars were already 
in N.S.W. when the first Rolls-Royce Depot was 
opened by B. A. Peat in 1914. He was a Henry 
Royce trained mechanic, and it was Royce who 
sent him out to Australia. 

On his arrival, one big campaign he had to 
carry out was to modify all the cars in Australia. 

As I started with B. A. Peat in 1916, I had 
the opportunity to help to carry out the modifica- 
tions. There were a couple of 30 h.p. and 4 
cylinder Rolls-Royce cars in Victoria and South 
Australia. Mr. Peat told me about them, but I 
never had the chance to see one. 

Silver Ghost chassis 47 YB, was fitted with 
a lovely open touring body in England and dis- 
patched in June, 1914 for a Mr. R. H. Mears, 
~ wan with a large grazing property in Forbes, 

5.W. 


Mr. Mears was a 6 ft. tall, slim built gentle- 
man, and even though he was a very wealthy 
man, he treated everybody like a human being. 
Although I was only a boy when I first met him, 
he always addressed me as “Bert,” and very few 
of these so-called gentlemen would do that, it 
was always “Ward,” my boss B. A. Peat always 
called me “Ward,” although at times he did add 
a few more words with it. 

47 YB was a “D” series chassis, with double 
rear Wheel brakes. Being an early model it had 
cast iron foot brake linings fitted and the rear 
brake drums did not have any cooling fins. These 
were a wonderful brake, in fact I would say that 
they were better than their successor, the Ferodo 
lined brake shoe, but the cast iron shoes were 
very noisy, due to metal to metal contact, not 


unlike the application of the brakes on a train. 
All the chassis which had the cast iron foot brake 
linings fitted had to be modified. 

The modification required the fitting of new 
brake drums G4575 which had a wider brake 
surface. The foot brake drum also had cooling 
fins on the outside. New brake shoes were re- 
quired lined with die pressed Ferodo linings part 
no. G 4574, four pieces to each brake shoe, new 
distance pieces for the shoes, and new aluminium 
dust covers G 4579. 

This type of brake, foot and hand, was used 
right up till Phantom I chassis 101 WR on the 
rear. Phantom I chassis produced: after 101 WR, 
were fitted with side by side brakes and con- 
tinueed on until Phantom II. Cast iron brake 
linings were always used on the hand brake on 
all Silver Ghost and Phantom I chassis up till 
chassis 101 WR» When the double rear wheel 
brakes came in on the “A” series in 1913-14, the 
hand brake lining was slightly shorter in length. 

All Silver Ghost chassis up to the “A” series 
had the foot brake on the transmission; a drum 
fitted behind the gearbox on the end of the 3rd 
motion shaft which also had a cast iron liner, a 
necessity due to the oil leak from the rear ball- 
race. When parked on hills it dripped onto the 
drum and if a Ferodo type of lining was fitted, 
the oi! would soon make the brake ineffective, 
whereas with one application of the brake with 
cast iron liners, the heat generated would soon 
burn the oil off, and no brake failure would occur. 


R. H. Mears Silver Ghost Chassis 47 
outside R-R Repair Depot tate 1919, showing the fitted 
generator as a modification. 

L. to R.: Bert Ward, Jack Burnett, 


YB in Smail] Street 


All Silver Ghosts fitted with C.A.V. and 
Lucas electric generations, were belt driven, the 
generator was situated under the front floor 
boards, held by a bracket onto the chassis and 
gearbox (except the four wheel brake model in 
which the generator Was driven from the magneto 
drive pinion). A pulley was on the first motion 
shaft of the gearbox and the belt used was a 
leather whittle belt. Up to 1919 this belt was 
what they called a full link. In 1919 they started 
to make a half link type. 

Due to the position the generator and drive 
was in, oil from the gearbox and engine coupling 
would get onto the whittle belt and cause slip, 
and the charging rate would decrease. The half 
link belt overcame this problem. Unless the full 
link belt was removed and washed and readjusted 
often, flat batteries would occur. 
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B. A. Peat designed a cast brass bracket, 
that was fastened onto the fan bracket holding 
studs, the bracket then extended to a position 
with a platform top to sit the generator onto a 
position just above the exhaust and inlet mani- 
folds on the near side. An extra pulley was made 
and fitted onto the fan pulley, thus the fan was 
still driven as standard, and the extra pulley 
drove the generator through a whittle belt. The 
platform top of the bracket had slotted holes and 
adjusting rods attached to the generator holding 
studs. The fan and the generator belt could be 
adjusted seperately. The bracket was also fitted 
with stays to the crankcase. 

This modification was fitted to many veteran 
Silver Ghosts. Once the half link whittle belt was 
available, slipping was reduced and better adjust- 
ment could be maintained, as one could remove 
a half link where a full link would be too much. 
Incidentally it was necessary to cast a bracket, 
in those days, as one could not fabricate one by 
welding, because there was no welding available. 

In 1926 Mr. R. H. Mears took delivery of a 
new 20 h.p. Rolls-Royce car chassis No. GCK 28 
fitted with a Park Ward open touring body. 47 YB 
was sold to a Mr. R. Symonds of Sydney. 

Mr. Symonds used the car as a tourer till 
1929, and then decided to fit a saloon body. We 
also fitted a self starter, which was a Bosch 
starter motor. We made up a bracket to carry 
the unit, fitted to the near side of the chassis 
frame, made up a ring gear that fitted to the 
rear face of the clutch ring of the flywheel, 
fitting longer studs. 


We found that these Bosch starters were 
very suitable for these cars. The armature was 
of a sliding type, in that the pinion would slide 
in to mesh, when fully engaged full power would 
pass to the starter motor and turn the engine. 
The conversion also required altering the clutch 
girder tie rods so as to ciear the teeth on the 
ring gear, and the undershield for the flywheel. 

The saloon body was built by Properts Ltd., 
Coachbuilders of Newtown, N.S.W. I fitted up all 
the instruments to a panel, in place of the original 
aluminium dial board. Late in 1930 Mr. Symonds 
still had this car, but as the depression was gett- 
ing worse, 47 YB just dissappeared and up to this 
this day we have not been able to trace it in 
Australia. 


Mr. Mears was so pleased with 20 h.p. GCK 
28, that in 1929 he decided to get a saloon body 
fitted by Martin and King of Melbourne, who 
then were building a Weymann type of body. 

In 1925 a Coachbuilding Coy. named Wey- 
mann Motor Bodies (1925) Ltd. of Addlestone, 
Surrey, England opened up a branch of Weymann 
of Paris, which was the Parisian firm of Car- 
rosserie Weymann. They were noted for their 
Patented Rattle Free Bodies, which were an adap- 
tion of aircraft fuselage construction, being fabric 
stretched on wooden frames. So great Was the 
demand, the English firm was formed, and other 
Coachbuilders built this type of body under 
licence. Martin and King built this type of body 
in Australia, although their wooden frame was 
of a much stronger construction and they used 
leather as well as fabric. 


Mr. Mears asked me if I would drive GCK 28 
to Melbourne. I agreed as long as I could travel 
per the Prince’s Highway or what they called 
the Coast Road. 


20 h.p. Chassis GCK 28 at the Victorian and N.S.W. 
Border, 1929. Driver Bert Ward. 


HOME THOUGHTS 


An absence from England lasting three 
months has meant that I’ve had a lot of Roycing 
to catch up with. Whilst on the Continent I came 
acrcss only a few Rolls ard Bentleys though there 
are many museums one could visit to see more. 
Two I can recommend are the Deutsches Museum 
in Munich with fine vintage cars including Ghost 
chassis 16 KG, and the Old Car Museum in the 
small southern French town of Uzes containing 
fine cars and railway items. Two Bentleys, a 
W.O. 4: litre and a 1939 44 Derby Bentley chassis 
B187MX with superb Hooper sedan coupe body. 

Back in England I had missed Christies sale 
of motoring mascots on June 5th, 191 of them, 
and the release of Lawrence Dalton’s new book 
“Coachwork on Rolls-Royce 1906-1939,” published 
by Dalton Watsor in London, 1975, 448 pages and 
£11/5/0. It is intended to be a further volume in 
the “Those Elegant Rolls-Royce” vein. Quite a 
few photographs are also the same as those in 
Bird and Hallows book. However, this new book 
is much larger and more detailed. It contains 
a large section on English coachwork and in 
many instances nearly complete lists of the cars 
fitted with the makers bodies. Photos of parts 
of the cars which are unique such as Wood fittings, 
etc. are included. A final section covers foreign 
or smaller U.K. coachbuilders. At the end a very 
good chassis index is provided. For Australian 
members, Martin and King have two cars illus- 
trated, a Phantom lI chassis 60 GN now in Eng- 
land, and our own Harry Thompson’s (W.A.) 
1934 20/25 sportsman coupe chassis GLB 27. I 
shudder to think what Australian booksellers will 
charge, I suggest members order direct to 
England. 

The Rolls-Royce book market is still choc-o- 
bloc with new and forthcoming material, A 
Japanese item for which I do not have full details 
consists of a record with English dialogue and a 
booklet entirely in Japanese, and illustrated, de- 
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Those days to travel inter-state by car it 
was necessary to get a permit to drive your car 
in any other state except the state the car was 
registered in, and if my memory is right one was 
only allowed one month per permit. A sticker 
had to be placed on the windscreen for the 
duration of stay. In taking this car to Melbourne 
the first town over the border was Genoa, where 
I had to call at the Police Station, present the 
car registration and my driving licence, then 
sign for the permit which I had to stick on the 
windscreen before I left. As I was only going into 
Melbourne, and the car would be off the road for 
a few months, my permit was only for one week. 
Mr. Mears would have to obtain a new permit 
for his return home to N.S.W. 

The body fitted to this chassis was covered 
with a nigger brown leather, which looked beauti- 
ful as long as it was kept well dressed. 

On Mr. Mears death, the car was sold, and 
in 1967 I was advised that the owner was a 
Mr. Peter Standish of N.S.W. and that it still 
had the Martin and King saloon body on it. 

Bert Ward. 


FROM ABROAD 


scribing four famous Rolls-Royces. The 20 Ghost 
Club held their Silver Jubilee in June and pub- 
lished a booklet ‘Our First Twenty Five Years” 
compiled by Anthony Heathcote. It contains small 
but pertinent articles including one about current 
prices! Daltons of London will soon be publishing 
John De Campi’s book ‘Rolls-Royce in America,” 
and do we hear that Martin Bennett in Victoria 
is now tackling Bentleys after his earlier book 
on Rolls-Royces? Coys of Kensington have pub- 
lished a 32 page brochure on their new and old 
Rolls-Royce stock. £2 including postage. 

Getting back to current prices the Christies 
Geneva sale on March 20th brought the follow- 
ing prices: 

(all prices are derived from the Swiss franc bid SF6 = £1) 

1913 Ghost chassis 2632 Barker limousine £11,660. 

1915 Ghost chassis 30ED Barker roadster £18,330. 

1923 Ghost chassis 129JH (USA) Brewster limousine £11,660. 

1926 Phantom I chassis 37DC Park Ward torpedo £10,000. 

1929 Fhantom I chassis 910R Letourneur sedanca £12,000. 

1933 Phantom II Continental chassis 22PY Thrupp saloon 
£16,600. 

1935 20/25 chassis GYH56 Mulliner landaulette £5,000. 

1937 Phantom III chassis 3BU134 Barker tourer £10,500. 

1938 41 Bentley chassis B159KU Vanden Plas drop head 
coupe £6,600. 

1912 Ghost chassis 2094 Starey torpedo £20,000. 

1939 Phantom III chassis 3DL1 Hooper sedanca £7,000. 

1953 Bentley R type Continental chassis BC5B Mulliner 
£5,500. 

Christies are holding another sale on July 
10th at the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu. 
What’s offering? — 

1928 Phantom I chassis 17KR Windowers limousine. 
1929 20/25 chassis GX094 Thrupp 2-seater coupe. 
1930 20/25 chassis GDP59 Harrington foursome drop head 
coupe. 
1932 20/25 chassis GXU17 Park Ward saloon. 
1933 Phantom II chassis TOMY James Young limousine. 
1933 Phantom II chassis 36MY Rippon limousine. 
1934 Bentley 32 chassis B73BN Windovers drop head coupe. 
1934 20/25 chassis GMD16 Gurney Nutting sedanca coupe. 
1935 20/25 chassis GAF57 Park Ward saloon. 
1939 Wraith chassis WLB12 Hooper limousine. 
1953 Bentley R type Continental chassis BC16B. 
1955 Silver Dawn saloon chassis SVJ93. 


Imports/Exports 

I am currently involved in trying to import 
a car into Australia or rather when the 15 months 
is up which allows duty free import into Aus- 
tralia. The new Regulations governing motor 
vehicle import of February 1975, which I obtained 
in London, state that a licence must now be ob- 
tained from the Collector of Customs at the 
proposed port of entry into Australia. Evidence 
is required to show period of ownership and use. 

If owned and used abroad for 15 months 
the 98% duty is not payable and the car is treated 
as if it had been in Australia all the time. This 
is an important concept as all cars which do not 
comply with the 15 month stipulation and are 
eligible for the alternative relief, namely a sliding 
scale of up to a miximum of 50% of the car’s 
value due for duty, must also comply with Aus- 
tralian Design Rules for Motor Vehicle Safety. 
Thus, if 15 months is the scheme you are aiming 
for when importing ‘a vehicle, the car you are 
importing need not have a Compliance Plate for 
the ADRs. But if you import a car, say an old 
one, within 15 months, then it must comply as the 
car is NOT then given the status as one which 
to all intents and purposes has been in Australia 
all its life. 

Obviously this new scheme makes buying a 
vintage or even later Rolls a difficult business. 
Cars owned and used here for 15 months or more 
get through O.K. being able to by-pass ADR com- 
pliance but needing to satisfy the normal local 
regulations. Others must comply to ADRs or no 
importation will be allowed. I wonder if this may 
be a case for a request to the Government for a 
concession for Historic Vehieles, that is, to re- 
move the need for ADR compliance on the grounds 
that the car could not possibly, at its age, do so, 
and that it is being imported for “artistic,” dis- 
play, collecting, or infrequent recreational pur- 
poses. If not, the number of old cars in Australia 
must remain static and inevitably decline. I would 
welcome more information or ideas from members 
on the effects of these 1975 Regulations. 


BY TOM CLARKE 


The above pair caused many a second look at the Federal 
Rally until close examination revealed that the plates 
were issued in different States. 
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